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Family Treasures Project 

 
Kia ora ra! Welcome to the Family Treasures project. This project is all about 

how families remember the past by using family treasures, photographs and 

stories. 

 

This project will help you find out about your own family, your history and your 

heritage. You will need to choose a family treasure and you will need to talk to 

people in your family about it. Your treasure could be a photograph, a letter, a 

recipe, an item of clothing, a toy or anything that is special to you and your 

family. It could even be a name! 

 

Your class Family Treasures projects can be compiled into a class-book, or 

posted onto your class blog, or published in any other way chosen by your school 

and teacher. 

 

Whanganui Regional Museum education team are happy to give you advice and 

support at any stage of your project. 
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1. Choosing your treasure  

 

Many people have items that are special to the family, such as photos that are 

kept in a box or an album or on the wall.  Family treasures and photos remind us 

about people and about things that have happened in the past.  Your first task is 

to look at some family treasures and family photos. 

 

Some kinds of treasures you might find are: 

• letters or cards that have been kept  

• favourite old toys 

• trophies 

• medals and other awards 

• things that people in the family have made 

• tools or sports equipment that family members have used for a long time 

• clothing for special occasions such as wedding gowns, or sports uniforms  

 

Some kinds of photos you might find are: 

• photos of important events, such as a birthday or a child’s first day at school 

• photos taken on special occasions such as weddings  

• school photos, with the whole class sitting in rows 

• snapshots of a happy holiday or a favourite place 

• photos of everyday life, and the places around us  

 

If you can’t find a treasure or a photo, think of other things that are  

special to your family. Here are some other ideas: 

• an interesting story about a name in your family 

• a whakapapa you could write down 

• a favourite family recipe 

• a family remedy for a common illness  

• an old school exercise book written by you or someone in your family. 

 

The treasure you choose should be one that is interesting to you. Before you 

decide what to use for your project, make sure there is someone in your family 

who can talk to you about it.  

 

Task One. Fill this in when you have finished choosing your treasure 

 

The family treasure I have chosen to use for my project is: 

The person or people who can talk to me about the treasure is: 

 

���� Tick this box when you have finished project task 1 
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2. Finding out about your treasure 
 

Your next project task is to find out as much as you can about the treasure you 

have chosen, by talking to people in your family.  If you want to, you could record 

an interview using a cell-phone, a digital camera, i-pod or MP 3, or other 

recording equipment.  You will need to write notes about your treasure. 

 

Here are some questions you could ask about a photo: 

 

• Who are the people in the photo? 

• Where was it taken? 

• When was it taken? 

• What were the people in the photo doing?  

• What kinds of emotions were they feeling? 

 

Here are some questions you could ask about a family treasure: 

 

• Who did this belong to? 

• Where did it come from? 

• Why is it special to people in the family? 

• Is it still used by the family? 

 

 

Tick these boxes when you have finished project task 2 

 

� I have talked to people in my family about my treasure  

� I have written notes about my family treasure  

� I have recorded an interview with a family member (optional) 
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3. Finding out about life “back in the day”  

 

Your next project task is to find out about what everyday life was like at the time 

your family treasure was made and used, or your family photo was taken.  You 

could talk to anyone who can remember that time. You could also use books or 

the internet to find out more. Ask your teachers for help if you need it. 

 

Here are some questions you could ask: 

 

� What kinds of clothes were in fashion at that time? 

 

 

 

 

� What kind of music was popular? 

 

 

 

 

� How much did things cost? 

 

 

 

 

� Where were the people in the family living at that time? 

 

 

 

 

� How has everyday life changed since then? 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick this box when you have finished project task 3 

 

� I have written notes about everyday life that matches the time my family 

treasure was used or my family photo was taken 
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4. Writing about your family treasure or photo 

 

By now, you will have talked to people in your family about your treasure or photo 

and made notes about it. Read your notes or listen to your recorded interviews. 

You will need to decide how to share the story of your family treasure or photo.   

 

Make sure your writing is interesting to read.  You could write: 

• a story about the treasure or about something happening in a photo 

• a poem, song lyrics or a rap 

• a diary entry for a day in the life of someone using your family treasure in 

the past, or of someone in the photo 

• a made-up letter from someone in the past about what was happening at 

the time 

• for an old class-photo, you could write out some school rules or describe 

some games the children played  

 

When you have finished, show your family what you have written.   

 

You will need to edit your writing and get it checked by your teacher. You can 

publish your text (words) on a computer or write it out very neatly by hand.  

 

 

Tick these boxes when you have finished project task 4 

 

� I have finished and edited my writing 

� My writing has been checked by an adult at home 

� My writing has been checked by my teacher 

� My writing has been published 
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5. Publishing your project  

 

When your writing is complete, you will need to get your family photo copied, or 

get a picture of your family treasure so that you can include it in your published 

project. An adult may need to help you with this. You could draw a picture of your 

family treasure, use a photocopy, or you could get a photo scanned and printed. 

Places that could help are: 

� Warehouse stationery 

� Public library 

� Whanganui Regional Museum 

 

 

 

Think about what else to include in your project.  Here are some ideas: 

� a picture of your treasure or a copy of  your photo  

� captions for your picture or photo 

� an interesting title for your page 

� your name and year group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick these boxes when you have finished project task 5 

� I have a copy of my family photo or a picture of my family treasure to use 

in my project 

� I have a published copy of my writing  

� I have planned the contents of my project 

 

Do not bring original family photographs or family treasures to school. 
Do not use original family photographs in your project but  

Use copied prints or photocopies instead. 
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6. Putting it all together 

 

You now have to design a layout and create your published Family Treasures 

Project. Are you designing a web-page or a poster? Is your project a booklet, or 

a page in a class-book? Your design should suit the way your project is being 

published. 

 

 

Check that you have included all these things, by ticking each one: 

� title for your project 

� your published writing about your family treasure or photo 

� picture, photocopy or scanned print of your family treasure or family photo 

� your name and year group ( for example, Year 7) 

 

Give your completed project to your teacher.  

 

Congratulations! 

 

By completing your Family Treasures Project, you have helped to care for your 

family treasure by recording why it is important to you and your family. 

 

 

Tick these boxes when you have finished project task 6: 

� I have completed my Family Treasures project 

� I have handed my Family Treasures project in to my teacher 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
Don’t put anything that is special or valuable into your project! It might come 

off and get lost or damaged when people are reading your work. 

 


